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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, The nenbers of t he I11inois House of
Represent ati ves are honor ed to recogni ze m | est one
achievenents in the history of organizations in the State of

[Ilinois; and

WHEREAS, It has come to our attention that the Mthers
Qutreach to Mothers Program of Vandalia (MOVS) was recently
selected from various Illinois Departnment of Children and
Fam |y Services regions to receive the "Program Excellence
Awar d" at the 2002 kick-off nedia conference for Child Abuse
Prevention Month on March 21, 2002, at the State Capitol in

Springfield; and

VWHEREAS, The criteria for the "Program Excel |l ence Award"
include: the programnust serve Illinois children, be an
exenpl ary child abuse prevention pr ogram exenplify
fam |y-focused and comuni t y- based i deal s, i ncl ude
col |l aboration with other famly services organizations, be in
exi stence for three or nore years, and be a not-for-profit

or gani zation; and

WHEREAS, MOMS is a program sponsored by Lutheran Child
and Fam |y Services; the programbegan in 1994 and offers
mentoring, which pairs experienced volunteer nothers with
not hers of newborns in Fayette and Effingham counties to
provi de education, support, and gui dance; the programtargets
those newborns and their famlies who have identified risk
factors, including isolation, lack of parenting skills, and

parental stress; and

WHEREAS, Mentors of the MOMS Program work wth the
parents in a non-threatening manner, providing famlies wth
friendly support and opportunities to connect to resource
groups and social gatherings in the comunity; in addition,

mentors provide education and gui dance to parents on issues
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such as child developnent, feeding issues, child safety,

budgeti ng, and establishing goals; and

VWHEREAS, The volunteer staff of the MOVSE Program are
menbers of the Vandalia comrunity who are dedicated to
assisting new nothers and pronoting famly well-being in
their community; their goal is to strengthen the parent's
ability to offer a secure, stable, and safe hone for their

newborn; therefore, be it

RESOCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we congratulate the Mdthers Qutreach to Mthers Program of
Vandalia (MOVS) for it's dedication and service in assisting
new nothers and pronoting famly well-being in Fayette and

Ef f i ngham counties; and be it further

RESOLVED, That suitable copies of this resolution be
presented to Mavis Gehant, Joan Henna, Pat Garbe, Gene
Svebakken, J.R Davidsneyer, Ann Ferguson, David Roth, and

Brent Diers as an expression of our esteem
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